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A Message from Regional Superintendent
Robert A. Daiber, Ed.D.

The 2018-19 school year marks my 40th year of service
to public education in Madison County. My first twentyeight years I served as a teacher in the Triad District and
my last twelve as Regional Superintendent of Schools.
Both career experiences have brought great reward to
me personally as an educator. As I begin this last year as
regional superintendent, I would like to thank everyone who
has assisted to help the ROE lead successful initiatives.

I enjoyed joining the Madison School District staff as one
of their back-to-school speakers this past August. Madison
is engaged with Jason Learning in an unique STEM
implementation program. It has been an honor to serve
Madison County residents and the thirteen school districts.
Onward for a great year!
Dr. Daiber joined Madison School District for their back-to-school
The ROE and the respective districts are planning a fall institute. Also pictured, Eleanor Smalley, CEO of Jason Learning
education institute on October 5. This day of professional and Dr. Warletta Brookins, Superintendent of Madison.
development will very district to district. For teachers,
administrators, and support staff who will be attending the
county-wide program, a host of opportunities are being
presented. It is important to review the program options
in this newsletter. This institute will offer seven unique
professional development tours. Participants will need to
register on line to attend. You will need to bring a print out
of your registration to board the correct bus. Please review
the institute program in the center of the newsletter.

This past year the ROE and the curriculum council kicked
off a series of job alike meetings. I must credit Dave Elson,
Director of School Improvement, for this awesome idea.
The sessions have received strong positive feedback from
participants. On September 12, the ROE hosted its first
Principal Job Alike. Thirty-five principals attended. Barb
Gillian, retired principal at Alton High School, delivered
the opening address which set the tone for a great event.
Presentations and discussions focused on reforms in
professional educator licensure, educators who have
college student debt, and an ISBE Innovative Curriculum
Project for CTE. If you were unable to attend this first

networking opportunity, I hope your schedule permits you
to attend a session in the future.
In this issue of Education Benchmarks, the ROE is proud
to share a snapshot of summer camps hosted. The ROE
thanks staff who volunteered to make the summer camps a
success. Both the STEM and AG camps have become very
popular and fill up with participants within a short window
of opening. If you would like to be involved in either camp
next summer, please contact Rachel Lewis in the Regional
Office of Education.
Throughout this school year if you have a story to tell or an
innovative teaching practice, please send it to Educational
Benchmarks for publication. The goal of the newsletter is
to share best practices and accomplishments of educators
in this region. On that note, congratulations to Susan
Converse, a special education teacher at Edwardsville High
School, who has been selected as one of the ten finalists
for The Illinois Teacher of the Year. This recognition is a
tremendous honor and good luck to her in the selection to
be named Illinois Teacher of the Year.

ROE Services In Review
With the start of another busy school year, I thought it was
a good time to review the services the Regional Office of
Education provides to the students, families, districts and
communities of Madison County. First and foremost, the
Regional Office is focused on ensuring students and staff
in our thirteen school districts are safe. Over the last year,
we trained over 800 bus drivers in the safe transportation
of students to and from school and extracurricular
activities. We also conducted safety and compliance visits
of all 75 public school buildings in the county, as well as
4 private/parochial schools, in cooperation with the Illinois
State Board of Education. To address fast-moving safety
concerns in our ever-changing world, the Regional Office
has worked with local first responders as well as state and
federal agencies to provide up-to-date best practices on
school safety to districts.
High quality service to educators, students and families
is a hallmark of the Regional Office of Education. Over
the past year, the Regional Office has continued to
expand services to educators by increasing professional
development opportunities. In cooperation with the
Madison County Professional Development Co-op
the Regional Office conducted 74 workshops serving
almost 1400 educators in Madison County. The Regional
Office also continues to be the primary point of contact

Dr. Reinking at the 2018 ROE STEM Camp listening to students
explain the design of their rollercoaster.

for educator licensure questions. Last year, the Regional
Office registered over 1000 educators and issued over 550
new educator licenses in both core content and career and
technology education. The Regional Office has also worked
closely to help address the teacher shortage by promoting
legislative changes which will help our districts find qualified
teachers for their classrooms.
See ROE Services, page 2
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Madison County Educator’s Institute Overview
The 2018 Madison County Regional Office
of Education Institute will be held on Friday,
October 5th at multiple locations in the county.
Districts have been given the option as to
how they wish to participate in the countywide institute. Please consult with your
district administration to the direction they
wish you to follow for institute day. The
following description provides direction to
those educators who will be taking part in the
county-wide event.
This year’s main focus addresses three
key topics: 1) A response to ongoing school
crisis situations; 2) The effect adverse
childhood experiences (ACESs) have on
student learning and progress in school; and
3) Best practices for classroom instruction.
The format of the institute will take place at
four separate locations. Pre K-through fifth
grade staff will meet at Roxana Junior High
School. Sixth grade through twelfth grade
staff will meet at Granite City High School.
School support staff, assistant principals,
and tour participants will attend the Gateway
Convention Center in Collinsville. All band
directors will meet at East Alton-Wood River
High School. Each location will feature
keynote speakers on the theme topics and
multiple breakout sessions.
Two special
features of this institute include seven tours
for teachers to participate in as an alternate
option to attending their designated site, as
well as, an administrator academy to gain
your administrator academy credit. Preregistration is required for the tours. Sign

up for these events will begin at 3:00 pm
on Wednesday, September 26th and remain
open until they are full. These events are on
a first come basis. The ROE is assuming all
registration costs for all events at the institute.
A detailed schedule of each institute site
is provided in the following pages of the
newsletter. All participants will need to pick
up a group session card, evaluation sheet,
and map of their building upon arriving at the
institute. Please stop by the registration table
which will be located at the main entrance of
each site. The group session card will be
labeled as an “A” or “B” group. This will be
the identification for you to attend the proper
opening keynote session and the subsequent
presentation. The breakout sessions are open
to all attendees to choose from according to
their interests. Staff will be available to assist
participants and presenters regarding room
locations and issues that may arise.
Upon arriving at the institute, you may have
questions where to park. The following is a
general plan you may wish to follow:
Parking at Roxana Jr. High School Pre K
– 5th grade staff—You may park at any of the
spaces in front of the school, in the lot in the
rear of the school, or at Central Intermediate
School. A shuttle will run from Central to
the junior high school. Remember to enter
the main entrance to pick up registration
materials.

Parking at Granite City High School 6th12th grade staff-You may park in the front lot,
rear lot, or at Coolidge Middle School. It is
important that you enter the building through
the main entrance in the front of the building
as if you were going into the gym.
Parking at East Alton-Wood River High
School Band Directors-You may park at a
spot on the street around the building or in
the parking lot diagonal the northwest side of
the campus located off of Whitelaw Ave and
North Wood River Ave.
Parking at the Gateway Convention
Center for Support Staff, Assistant
Principals, and Tour Participants-Ample
parking is available in lots in front and on
the sides of the convention center. Tour
participants should remember to check in at
the registration table prior to boarding their
bus.
Morning refreshments will be available at
no charge at all locations. Breaks are built
into the institute schedule and networking
areas are available as well. The Regional
Office of Education has attempted to provide
a schedule that is meaningful for everyone
attending this institute. At the close of the
day, it is important for you to return your
evaluation form to the registration table
to secure your professional development
certificate.

Please bring this issue with you on Oct. 5th to serve
as your guide for the day.

Former Bethalto Superintendent and
ROE Director of School Improvement
Passes Away
Long-time
Madison
County
educator, Dr. Dale G. Dickerson
passed on Aug. 18, 2018. Dale was
born Feb. 24, 1939, in Alton, Illinois,
son of the late Jesse and H. Mary
(Gerardo) Dickerson. He married
Doris A. (Miller) on June 8, 1963, in
Roxana, Illinois, and she survives.
Dale served his country in the
United States Army Reserves. He
received his bachelor's degree
from SIUE, Master's degree from U
of I and his Doctorate degree from
SLU. Dale served his community,
working 32 years for the Bethalto
Dr. Dale Dickerson
School District #8 before retiring in
1994 as Superintendent of Schools.
After retirement, he continued to work for the Madison County
Regional Office of Education. Dale administered the GED test for
several years and did Health Life Safety Inspections. He later served
as Director of School Improvement before retiring again in 2008.
Dale was a member of Bethalto Presbyterian Church, where he
served as an elder. He was a past member of the Bethalto Rotary
Club and served on the Wood River Township Hospital Board. Dale
enjoyed playing Texas Hold'em every Thursday with his friends, eating
Roma's Pizza, watching Illini basketball, and spending time with his
family and friends.
Dale is survived by his loving wife Doris, his daughter and son-inlaw, Michelle (Andy) DeBose of O'Fallon, Illinois; one granddaughter,
Hannah DeBose of O'Fallon, Illinois and one sister, Candace Dickerson
of New York, New York.

Job-Alike Sessions Introduced by ROE
Have you ever felt like you were isolated from colleagues in other
districts and would like an opportunity to share challenges and
opportunities? The Madison County Regional Office of Education
now has an opportunity for you. With the enthusiastic support of Dr.
Robert Daiber and Dr. Andrew Reinking we began Job-Alike working
sessions last year during the second semester. Job-Alike sessions
are designed for individuals who serve in the role of human resources,
building and grounds, special education director, curriculum director,
principal, etc.. where there are limited opportunities to collaborate
within your own district.
There is no reason to reinvent the wheel! Take the opportunity to
meet and collaborate with those who are facing the same challenges
you are in your role and learn about the innovative approaches they
have developed to better meet the needs of students and families. We
will be scheduling Job-Alike meetings throughout the year, watch for
information in you inbox for these great opportunities.

ROE Services,from page 1
In addition to services to educators, the Regional Office of Education
strives to meet the needs of all students in Madison County. As part of
our services, we operate 3 educational and intervention programs for
students who have encountered challenges in their local districts. Last
year, these programs served over 350 students who would have otherwise
been denied access to educational services and the opportunity to be
successful later in life. In an effort to intervene early with at-risk students,
the Regional Office offers the Give 30 Mentoring Program in which
volunteers meet with at-risk student in districts throughout the county to
be a positive role model in student lives.
The Regional Office not only serves students in PK-12, but serves all
citizens of Madison County interested in expanding their educational or
employment opportunities. This is accomplished through our PearsonVue
Test Center. Here we offer high school equivalency testing as well as
testing for individuals going into job fields including medical, cyber
security, insurance and education.
Thank you for all you do to help our students be successful and make
Madison County a great place to live and work.
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Where do I go?
Please consult with your district administration on plans for institute day. Those instructed to attend the Madison County Institute
should report to one of the following locations, based on your position.

School Support Stafff
Assistant Principals
Tour Participants (advance
registration required for tours)

PreK-5 teachers

6-12 Teachers

Band/Choir Directors

Roxana Junior High School
401 Chaffer Ave.
Roxana

Granite City High School
3101 Madison Ave.
Granite City

East Alton-Wood River
High School
777 N. Wood River Ave.
Wood River

Gateway Convention Center
1 Gateway Drive
Collinsville

Details on page 3

Details on page 11

Details on page 21

Details on page 22

Roxana Jr. High School - Grades PreK-5 Teachers

Keynotes

Erin Bickle

Carrie Cohan

Erin Bickle, Executive Director along with Parent Educator, Angie
Darden come with over 20 years’ experience working with at risk children
and caregivers. Refuge provides free counseling for children birth-11
years old and their caregivers who have experienced the trauma of abuse,
neglect, domestic violence, or other adverse childhood experiences.

Carrie Cohan has served as the Executive Director of the Madison
County Child Advocacy Center for 11 years. Previously, she was the
director of three community-based child abuse prevention programs
serving Northeast Florida. Carrie has a bachelor’s degree in psychology
from Truman State University and a master’s degree in social work from
Florida State University. Carrie also serves on the Southern Illinois Child
Death Investigation Task Force Board of Directors.

2018 Madison County ROE Institute Schedule
Elementary Teachers
Location: Roxana Junior High School, 401 Chaffer Ave, Roxana, IL 62084
Location

7:15-8:00

New Roxana
Junior High
Gym

Auditorium

8:00-8:05
Welcome
& Intro of
Speaker

Registration
(Coffee &
Pastries
served in the
Commons

8:05-9:05

9:15-10:10

10:10-10:20

10:25-11:20

“Calming the Chaos”
Erin Bickle & Angie
Darden

11:35-11:40

Intro of
Speaker

Welcome
& Intro of
Speaker

Group B

12:45-1:00

“Calming the Chaos”
Erin Bickle & Angie Darden
Group B

Group A
“Child Abuse Response,
Intervention and
Prevention…Empowering
Educators To Protect
Children”
Carrie Cohan

11:40-12:40

Best Practice
Breakout
Sessions

BREAK

Best Practice
Breakout
Sessions
Intro of
Speaker

“Child Abuse Response,
Intervention and
Prevention…Empowering
Educators To Protect
Children”
Carrie Cohan
Group A

ISBE
Evaluations
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Parking
You may park at any of the spaces in front of the school, in the lot in the rear of the school, or at Central Intermediate School. A shuttle will
run from Central to the junior high school. Please carpool for this event, if possible.
Remember to enter the main entrance to pick up registration materials.

Roxana Junior
High School
Main Level

Commons
JH Gym

Auditorium

Registration and
Refreshments

Keynote

Keynote

Stairwells
District Entrance

Roxana Junior
High School
Lower Level
24

24

24

Roxana Junior
High School
Upper Level
24

18

30

33

28

24
24

24

24

36

Student
Center

24

24

28
23

100
30

Stairwells

25

Media
Center 30

JH Library 35

Stairwells
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2018 Madison County Educator's Institute Best Practice Breakout Sessions
Elementary Teachers
Location: Roxana Junior High School, 401 Chaffer Ave, Roxana, IL 62084
Category

Title

Session Description

Presenter(s)

Presenter(s) Background

Room
Number

9:15-10:10 AM Best Practice Breakout Sessions

ELA

Using
Assessments to
Design a Phonics
Boot Camp

ELA

Best Practices in
Writing

ELA

Writing CAN Be
Fun for Everyone!

Fine Arts (includes all
music, art, theater, etc.)

Unleashing the
Creativity - How
Two Art Teachers
Completely
Changed Their
Teaching Styles
and WIll Never
Look Back!

Fine Arts (includes all
music, art, theater, etc.)

Makey Makey
Music

General Best Practice - K12

Minutes to win it
(Beginnings and
Endings)

General Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

Mindful
Instruction:
Teaching the
Standards with
Intention

General Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

The Process of
Planning for a
Non-Traditional
Classroom

General Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

Student Loan
Solution with the
emphasis on
Teachers
Retirement
System (TRS)

Perfect for kindergarten through second
grade, instructors will share the ESGI
software and Words Their Way Spelling
Inventory. Data from both will be used to
design individualized phonics instruction for
your students. Presenters will share ways to
progress monitor your students and utilize
the data to ensure student success.
Participants will experience a writing lesson
designed to support writers and build a
classroom writing community. Participants
will also consider how they might
incorporate recommended best practices in
their own teaching of writing. Finally, after
observing a portion of a videotaped writing
lesson, participants will reflect on its
implications.
Mentor texts can be an excellent springboard
for engaging students to write in unique
ways. Come experience the power of mentor
texts for yourself, try out some motivating
ideas, and expand your teaching repertoire.
After years of traditional teaching, two art
teachers teamed up, took the plunge and
developed a choice-based curriculum
focusing on artistic behaviors. Learn how to
develop exciting lessons and projects, master
classroom management, and keep students
engaged and accountable. Teaching has
never been so fun!
During this session you will learn how to use
technology in the music classroom. Each
trainer in today’s workshop is currently using
Makey Makey in 4th and 5th grade music
classes. The goal is to get your students
composing music using a Google extension or
app similar to Finale. Once the compositions
are complete your students will create and
design their own “instruments” using Makey
Makey boards. Instruments will then be
connected to Google Chrome books via USB
cables. The instruments can be made of any
material that conducts a current.
Participants will have time to experiment
with Makey Makey boards and software at
the end of the session.
This session will help you recognize your own
power as an educator, insure you teach the
required curriculum, and aid student growth
by sharing some strategies you can
incorporate into the beginning and/or ending
of your classes.
How do I fit mindful instruction into an
already overextended day? With standards
to cover and assessments to take, asking
teachers to incorporate mindfulness in their
classrooms can feel like an additional task
they don't have time to complete. This
interactive workshop will give you ideas for
standards across all elementary disciplines to
integrate mindfulness into what you already
need to teach. You'll leave with ideas to get
started right away!
Find out the tricks of the trade in setting up
and running a non-traditional classroom like
a well-oiled machine. In this session, you will
learn and see first-hand how to set up and
run your classroom with no desks and choice
seating. See how to establish a gradual
release of responsibility to your students, as
they become the leaders of the classroom.
SLS discuss programs for educators and
qualifications for the programs.

Heather Hartmann
& Jennifer Keene

Heather and Jennifer are both currently Title I
Teachers in the Collinsville School District.

113

Kristy Rauch

Kristy is a Manager of Educational Partnerships
with the Center for the Collaborative
Classroom.

121

Vanda Underwood

Vanda is an Assistant Professor at Greenville
University where she teaches undergraduate
and graduate Reading and Language Arts
Methods courses.

124

Rendy Faulkner &
Amy Ellis

Rendy and Amy serve the Triad School District
as Elementary Art Specialists for grades K-5.

126

Amber Stevens,
Natalie Gravois &
Hannah Roady

Amber, Natalie, & Hannah are elementary
music teachers in the Traid School Distirct.
Amber is in her 17th year of teaching, Natalie is
in her 14th and Hannah is in her 4th year of
teaching.

128

Lisa Lovett

Lisa is a Special Education teacher in the Alton
Community Unit School District

123

Michelle Benedict

Michelle is an educator, presenter, and
practitioner of mindfulness. She owns Mindful
Transformations, which spreads mindful living
and self-care practices through workshops and
retreats.

125

Beth Dunlap

Beth is a second grade co-teacher at Lovejoy
Elementary in the Alton School District. This is
her eleventh year in the district.

9

Amber Ash &
Brendan Carter

Amber & Brendan are Agents with the Horace
Mann Companies. Helping educators with
student loans and retirement needs and
preparing for your future.

24
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Grades K-6 Classroom and
Reading Teachers

Math

Mental Health

Paraprofessional and
Teachers Relationships

Physical Education

TumbleBook Library is an online resource
with over 1100 titles available for public
libraries and elementary schools, grades K-6.
The TumbleBook Library Partnership Program
allows our local public library to work with
our local school community. Each partner
school is treated as if it were a branch of the
library. The collection of titles are online and
can be accessed from every computer at
school or from home with a direct link on
your school or library website. Pertinent
reading levels are displayed when available
eBooks for eKids
including AR, Lexile, and Grade Level. The
Library Research
program offers bilingual options in Spanish
Partnership
and French. On the website, you will also
have access to lesson plans that follow along
with Common Core Standards and Portals.
TumbleBook has partnered with National
Geographic to provide videos, which support
Common Core Standards with history,
geography, and social studies. In addition,
there are educational games and puzzles
related to both math and language skills. The
TumbleBook program allows teachers to
track students’ reading activity through the
program’s TumbleTracker.
This workshop will help teachers successfully
plan, organize, implement, and manage small
group math. It will provide practical
strategies for structure and implementation.
Jumping into
We will discuss how to conduct small group
Small Group Math lessons that target student needs. Attendees
Instruction
will also have an opportunity to take a few
math games and rotation ideas with them.
You will know your students so much better
when you teach and assess math in a small
group!
According to the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, 4.1 million referrals
were made to Child Protection Services in
2016. Students who have adverse
Helping Students
experiences and trauma often deal with the
Dealing with the
stress response regularly while they are in
Stress Response
class. In order to help them, educators need
to understand the stress response and put
strategies in place to support their students.
This session is designed to help educators
understand and support their students more
effectively.

Working Together
for the Better

Establishing and sustaining a beneficial
learning environment, through effective
communication, supportive instruction and
collaborative classroom management
between teachers and paraprofessionals.

Academic Rigor
Strategies within
The Context of
Physical
Education

This mini session will highlight academic rigor
strategies within the context of effective
physical education. Participants will engage
in learning tasks, practice assessment
techniques, and enjoy the beneifts of fun and
meaningful physical activity. This is an
activity-based session in which you'll
experience a variety of activities from the
secondary OPEN modules.

Pre-K

Parent
Involvement
Activities

Science

Treemendous
Nature Education
Resource - Project
Learning Tree

Science

NGSS for
Teachers in a
Hurry

Learn about important things to remember
when creating a parent activity within your
classroom or an evening activity night. This
workshop will also share multiple ideas to
implement easy and affordable parent
involvement activities that can be
implemented in a wide variety of school
settings.
This session will give you a quick overview of
what Project Learning Tree is, what it covers
and how you can be trained to use all the
resource has to offer. You will have the
opportunity to participate in an activity and
will be sent home with a lesson to try in your
classroom.
Are you overwhelmed, confused, and
frustrated with the NGS standards we are
expected to implement in our classrooms
today? These standards can be unwrapped
for easy understanding and implementation.
With numerous FREE resources, tools for
quick referencing, and better understanding
of what the students are being asked to
know, we have combined our powers to
work towards innovative ways to integrate
the NGS standards into all aspects of our day.
In this workshop you will be able to see real

Donna Plocher,
Angela Kim, Kim
Keeney & Morgan
Pittman

Donna is a certified Title 1 teacher and teaches
guided reading at Children's Services at Latzer
Library in Highland. Angela is a certified teacher
who has been the Library Director at Louis
Latzer Memorial Public Library for over 16
years. Kim is in her fourth year as a Guided
Reading Teacher for first and second grade
students, and Morgan is in her third year as a
Guided Reading Teacher for first and second
grade students in the Highland School District.

15

Stacey Lauenstein

Stacey is a first and second grade looping
teacher at Renfro Elementary School in the
Collinsville School District. Stacey has been
implementing small group math for 5 years and
has seen the positive results with her students.

21

Dr. Kathryn Bangs

Dr. Kathryn Bangs is currently a postdoctoral
intern at Egyptian Health Department where
she provides mental health services to children,
adolescents, and families. Dr. Bangs worked in a
variety of settings, such as community mental
health, schools, and primary care settings. She
focused her work on trauma-informed care and
services during this time. She became certified
in Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy and Managing Adaptive Practices.

228

Keegan Bennett &
Breoanna
Pettigrew

Pam Powers

Dana Bivens

Ramona Puskar

Ashley Schrage &
Tess Dawson

Keegan has been a special education teacher in
Alton for 12 years, working with students in 1st
through 12th grade. Breoanna has been a
paraprofessional in the Alton School District, at
the high school level, for 4 years.
Pam is an OPEN National Trainer and founder of
Physical Powers. She is the creator of the Power
Deck Cards, designed to make a teacher’s life
easier. Pam is an award-winning educator and
has presented at over 300 conferences. She
enjoys short walks with her large dog and
finding creative ways to stay fit in a busy world.
Pam serves as a Child Advocate, providing a
voice for children in the court system. She
resides in Houston, Texas.

19

JH Gym

Dana is an Early Childhood Educator and the
Parent Engagement Coordinator for the
Highland School District.

26

Ramona is an environmental educator with The
Nature Institute in Godfrey, IL. She has worked
in the field of environmental education for eight
years.

230

Ashley and Tess are third grade teachers at
Triad School District with Masters Degrees in
Technology and Education.

219
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examples of hands-on student activities,
collaboration, inquiry, technology
integration, and multidisciplinary lessons.

Science

Environmental
Education in the
Classroom

Social Studies

Madison County
Resources: What
local museums
can do for you
and your
students?

Special Education

Structured
Teaching and the
Learning
Environment for
Students with
ASD

Special Education and
General Best Practice K-12.

Class Has Gone to
the Dogs!

STEM

STEM fun in the
Elementary
Classroom

Learn about the resources that Madison
County C.A.R.E.E. has for teachers in the
classroom regarding Conservation, Ag
Resources, and Envrionmental Education.
An interactive session where teachers will
learn about the "Madison County Field Trip
Guide" that is currently being developed.
Participants will also have an opportunity to
share what they know about hidden gems
around the county that can supplement
classroom instruction.
Structured teaching is based on the unique
features and characteristics of students with
autism. This presentation will describe
various evidenced-based strategies a student
with ASD could be taught that go beyond
"where" or "what"- in other words "learning
how to learn". In addition, specific
strategies to structure the learning
environment conducive to this type of
learning will be discussed.
This session will talk about how therapy dogs
and facility dogs can positively influence the
school environment. It will give specific
examples of how, where, and when to use a
therapy dog in the school. Bentley, a 12 year
Cairn Terrier and a therapy dog of 9 years will
be in attendance. The session will also
include how to become a part of CHAMP
(Canine Helpers Allow More Possibilities) so
that you can have your own therapy dog.
I will be presenting a fun and engaging STEM
activity for teachers to bring to their own
classrooms. Participants will get into groups
and work together to complete one STEM
activity to see how it is done and how it
would work in the classroom. I will give tips
and tricks on how to get students working
together. You will also be provided a packet
of STEM challenge ideas and information.
These STEM challenges are geared toward
grades 4, 5, and 6.

Chelsea Reeves

Chelsea is the Madison County CAREE/ Ag in the
Classroom Coordinator.

119

Jon Parkin

Jon is a former high school Social Studies
teacher at Edwardsville High School. Currently
Superintendent of the Madison County History
Museum, in Edwardsville.

224

Dr. Susanne James

Dr. James is an Associate Professor in the
Department of Teaching and Learning at SIUE.
She was a classroom teacher of students with
special needs for 13 years in an instructional
and inclusion setting.

28

Andrew Frey

Andrew is in his 10th year in the Triad School
District. He has endorsements to teach Reading,
Language Arts, Science, and Social Studies.

Carol Cochran

Carol has been teaching for 12 years. She
currently teaches in the Granite City School
District.

221

Candice Johnson

Candi is the new SIUE STEM Resource Center
Manager, as well as the STEM Coordinator for
the Mannie Jackson Center for the Humanities.

25

Matt Weld

Matt is the Director of Innovation and
Technology for the 5 ROEs that make up Illinois
Area 5. A former 7th grade teacher, assistant
principal, and technology coach, Matt now
manages TeachIllinois.com, an online PD
platform, and chairs the annual Directions
Conference. He is recognized as a Spotlight
Educator for the 2019 Midwest Educational
Technology Conference and is on the leadership
team of ConnectEd Learning in St. Louis and of
EdCampStL

226

Kara Mernaugh &
Pete Bultmann

Kara and Pete are the Ed360 Outreach
Coordinators responsible for providing internal
and external training, communications,
presentations and technical support for Ed360.

Auditorium

Dr. Kari Karidis

Dr. Karidis has worked as a crisis interventionist
and resource coordinator. She is currently the
principal at Hollywood Heights School, a K-12
alternative school within the Collinsville School
District.

23

JH Library
(217)

Be Engaging…
Be Exciting…

STEM

Technology / Technology
Integration

Be the E (A Look
into the SIUE SRC)

Google Earth,
Arts, and Culture
for Littles

Technology / Technology
Integration

Ed360: Improving
the Learning
Process with
Actionable Data

Trauma Informed School

We Know There's
Trauma, Now
What?

Be Entertaining…
Be the Educator you’ve always wanted to be
with the amazing, effortless, and relevant
materials from the SIUE STEM Resource
Center! Learn what the SRC has to offer and
how you can utilize its resources to enhance
your classroom.
Google has several very powerful and free
resources for teachers of all ages. This
session will focus on how these global tools
can transform your elementary classroom.
Virtual field trips, historical and current
photographs, artwork, and exploration are all
just a click away.
Ed360 is a free data dashboard that
empowers educators by providing access to
near real-time data from the ISBE Data
Warehouse. Using Ed360, educators can view
data to support classroom instruction and
enhance student engagement. Educators also
have access to professional development and
instructional resources to build capacity and
improve student outcomes. Attend this
session to learn more about this powerful
dashboard that facilitates data-informed
administrative and instructional decisions.
Please join me as I share the story behind our
school’s realized need for a trauma informed
learning environment, the planning for and
training of our staff, and the implementation
time-line we have developed as we begin our
trauma-informed journey. We are working
with Ed Tech Partners to create a Trauma
Informed School while focusing on staff selfcare and whole-school positive energy. Our
journey has just begun, but we’ve already
learned so much!
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Networking with Colleagues

Commons

10:25-11:20 AM Best Practice Breakout Sessions

ELA

Using
Assessments to
Design a Phonics
Boot Camp

Fine Arts (includes all
music, art, theater, etc.)

M"ORFF"ing
Young Minds

Fine Arts (includes all
music, art, theater, etc.)

Unleashing the
Creativity - How
Two Art Teachers
Completely
Changed Their
Teaching Styles
and WIll Never
Look Back!

Fine Arts (includes all
music, art, theater, etc.)

Makey Makey
Music

General Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

Student Discipline
through an SEL
Lens

General Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

Mindfulness in
the Classroom

General Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

Morning
Meetings with
Muscle

Perfect for kindergarten through second
grade, instructors will share the ESGI
software and Words Their Way Spelling
Inventory. Data from both will be used to
design individualized phonics instruction for
your students. Presenters will share ways to
progress monitor your students and utilize
the data to ensure student success.
Calling all K-6 General Music Teachers! Do
you ever find it difficult to assess the
"Creating" branch of the National Standards?
This session is designed to help you let go of
the reigns and allow your kids to do the
work! Giving them the structure through the
Orff-Schulwerk process will deepen their
knowledge and understanding while
improvising and creating their own music.
After years of traditional teaching, two art
teachers teamed up, took the plunge and
developed a choice-based curriculum
focusing on artistic behaviors. Learn how to
develop exciting lessons and projects, master
classroom management, and keep students
engaged and accountable. Teaching has
never been so fun!
During this session you will learn how to use
technology in the music classroom. Each
trainer in today’s workshop is currently using
Makey Makey in 4th and 5th grade music
classes. The goal is to get your students
composing music using a Google extension or
app similar to Finale. Once the compositions
are complete your students will create and
design their own “instruments” using Makey
Makey boards. Instruments will then be
connected to Google Chrome books via USB
cables. The instruments can be made of any
material that conducts a current. Participants
will have time to experiment with Makey
Makey boards and software at the end of the
session.

Illinois has made an effort to reduce the
student suspension rate by passing HB 2663
and SB 100. What can schools do to comply
while maintaining an environment conducive
to learning? By leveraging knowledge of
Social Emotional Learning, motivation theory,
and the power of a caring community,
schools can embrace the opportunity this
legislation has presented. We can create
settings where students stay firmly
integrated in the community as they learn,
grow and change rather than being exiled
from it due to mistakes.
Would you like your students to exhibit
greater pro-social behaviors, emotion
regulation, and academic performance?
Then this session is for YOU! You will learn
about how taking a few minutes every day to
practice mindfulness in your classroom will
help create a more positive learning
environment for everyone. Mindfulness has
shown to improve focus, decrease students’
stress, and boost resilience in your students.
The presenter will be providing ideas that
you can take back to your classroom and
start utilizing right away.
Grades K-3: As we have implemented
common core standards and standards based
grading, it is becoming more difficult for
teachers to use just their text books to help
students meet the rigorous expectations and
hit the skill targets set by many districts'
standards based grading systems. This
program will help teachers think about how
they can shape a meaningful morning

Heather Hartmann
& Jennifer Keene

Heather and Jennifer are both currently Title I
Teachers in the Collinsville School District.

113

Jennifer Bhooshan

Jennifer has taught general music methods for
15 years. She teaches in the Collinsville School
District.

124

Rendy Faulkner &
Amy Ellis

Rendy and Amy serve the Triad School District
as Elementary Art Specialists for grades K-5.

126

Amber Stevens,
Natalie Gravios &
Hannah Roady

Amber, Natalie, & Hannah are elementary
music teachers in the Traid School Distirct.
Amber is in her 17th year of teaching, Natalie is
in her 14th and Hannah is in her 4th year of
teaching.

128

Kristy Rauch

Kristy is a Manager of Educational Partnerships
with the Center for the Collaborative
Classroom.

121

Krista Basuel

Krista has been a teacher at Kreitner
Elementary School in the Collinsville Unit School
District #10 for 12 years. She taught 4th grade,
and is currently teaching 3rd grade.

123

Susan Kronk

Susie is a First Grade Teacher at Alhambra
Primary in the Highland School District. She has
taught special education, speech, and regular
education all at a variety of grade levels.

9
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meeting with muscle to give students daily
practice with skills needed for mastery at the
end of the grade level.

Grades K-6 Classroom and
Reading Teachers

Math

McKinney-Vento Homeless
Education

Mental Health

eBooks for eKids
Library Research
Partnership

I'm Mad About
Math!

McKinney-Vento
Homeless
Education 101:
What all
Educators Need
to Know

Helping Students
Dealing with the
Stress Response

Paraprofessional and
Teachers Relationships

Working Together
for the Better

Science

Environmental
Education in the
Classroom

TumbleBook Library is an online resource
with over 1100 titles available for public
libraries and elementary schools, grades K-6.
The TumbleBookLibrary Partnership Program
allows our local public library to work with
our local school community. Each partner
school is treated as if it were a branch of the
library. The collection of titles are online and
can be accessed from every computer at
school or from home with a direct link on
your school or library website. Pertinent
reading levels are displayed when available
including AR, Lexile, and Grade Level. The
program offers bilingual options in Spanish
and French. On the website, you will also
have access to lesson plans that follow along
with Common Core Standards and Portals.
TumbleBook has partnered with National
Geographic to provide videos, which support
Common Core Standards with history,
geography, and social studies. In addition
there are educational games and puzzles
related to both math and language skills. The
TumbleBook program allows teachers to
track students’ reading activity through the
program’s TumbleTracker.
We'll take a look at Jo Boaler's research and
discuss how you can make small changes in
your math class that will turn your students
into confident, math-loving masterminds.
The McKinney-Vento program is designed to
address the problems that homeless children
and youth have faced in enrolling, attending,
and succeeding in school. Under this
program, State Educational Agencies (SEAs)
must ensure that each homeless child and
youth has equal access to the same free,
appropriate public education, including a
public preschool education, as other children
and youth. Homeless children and youth
should have access to education and other
services that they need to enable them to
meet the same challenging state student
academic achievement standards to which all
students are held. In addition, homeless
students may not be separated from the
mainstream school environment. States and
districts are required to review and
undertake steps to revise laws, regulations,
practices, or policies that may act as a barrier
to the enrolment, attendance, or success in
school of homeless children and youth.
Throughout the 2017-2018 school year the
McKinney-Vento program served 1236
students in Madison County Schools.
According to the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, 4.1 million referrals
were made to Child Protection Services in
2016. Students who have adverse
experiences and trauma often deal with the
stress response regularly while they are in
class. In order to help them, educators need
to understand the stress response and put
strategies in place to support their students.
This session is designed to help educators
understand and support their students more
effectively.
Establishing and sustaining a beneficial
learning environment, through effective
communication, supportive instruction and
collaborative classroom management
between teachers and paraprofessionals.
Learn about the resources that Madison
County C.A.R.E.E. has for teachers in the
classroom regarding Conservation, Ag
Resources, and Envrionmental Education.

Donna Plocher,
Angela Kim, Kim
Keeney & Morgan
Pittman

Donna is a certified Title 1 teacher and teaches
guided reading at Children’s Services at Latzer
Library in Highland. Angela is a certified
teachers who has been the Library Director at
Louis Latzer Memorial Public Library for over 16
years. Kim is in her fourth year as a Guided
Reading Teacher for first and second grade
students and Morgan is in her third year as a
Guided Reading Teacher for first and second
grade students in the Highland School District.

15

Allison Giacomini

Allison has been teaching in the Bethalto School
District for 13 years, spending the last 8 years
teaching third grade. She has spent years
making changes in math instruction to prove all
students can succeed in math.

16

Tim Rhymer

Tim serves as the Madison County ROE #41
Homeless Coordinator and Truants Alternative
Program Counselor.

21

Dr. Kathryn Bangs

Dr. Kathryn Bangs is currently a postdoctoral
intern at Egyptian Health Department where
she provides mental health services to children,
adolescents, and families. Dr. Bangs worked in a
variety of settings, such as community mental
health, schools, and primary care settings. She
focused her work on trauma-informed care and
services during this time. She became certified
in Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral
Therapy and Managing Adaptive Practices.

228

Keegan Bennett &
Breoanna
Pettigrew

Keegan has been a special education teacher in
Alton for 12 years, working with students in 1st
through 12th grade. Breoanna has been a
paraprofessional in the Alton School District, at
the high school level, for 4 years.

19

Chelsea Reeves

Chelsea is the Madison County CAREE/ Ag in the
Classroom Coordinator.

119
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Science

Treemendous
Nature Education
Resource - Project
Learning Tree

Science

NGSS for
Teachers in a
Hurry

Science

Social Emotional
Education/Poverty/Trauma

Special Education

What (On Earth)
is Happening?

Leave Nothing to
Chance!

You, The Parents,
and the Child with
ADHD

This session will give you a quick overview of
what Project Learning Tree is, what it covers
and how you can be trained to use all the
resource has to offer. You will have the
opportunity to participate in an activity and
will be sent home with a lesson to try in your
classroom.
Are you overwhelmed, confused, and
frustrated with the NGS standards we are
expected to implement in our classrooms
today? These standards can be unwrapped
for easy understanding and implementation.
With numerous FREE resources, tools for
quick referencing, and better understanding
of what the students are being asked to
know, we have combined our powers to
work towards innovative ways to integrate
the NGS standards into all aspects of our day.
In this workshop you will be able to see real
examples of hands on student activities,
collaboration, inquiry, technology
integration, and multidisciplinary lessons.

From plastics to pollinators! Learn the
latest issues and trends in school
recycling and waste reduction programs,
and find out how to enrich student
learning by incorporating nature and
outdoor education into your existing
curriculum. Eve shares tools and logistics
to help you create a cleaner, greener
school and use fun and engaging lessons
to teach students about caring for the
natural world.

This session will focus on how educators can
no longer leave anything to chance when it
comes to addressing the needs of
underprivileged students.

Children with Attention Deficit Hyperactivity
Disorder are in all classrooms from general
education to special education alike.
Diagnosed--undiagnosed, on medication--not
on medication--each child is different and
requires an understanding of HOW their
brain is working and how they comprehend
things in order to teach them in the most
meaningful way. Come learn what it is like to
have ADHD from the perspective of the childas well as the parent-from a Mom and special
educator. Also, you will be given information
as to ways that will help you instruct a child
with ADHD in your room--it will help both
you AND the child!
Be Engaging…

Ramona Puskar

Ashley Schrage &
Tess Dawson

Eve Drueke

Ramona is an environmental educator with The
Nature Institute in Godfrey, IL. She has worked
in the field of environmental education for eight
years.

230

Ashley and Tess are third grade teachers at
Triad School District with Masters Degrees in
Technology and Education.

219

Eve, MSEd, is the Resource Education
Coordinator for Madison County. She spent
seven years in the elementary classroom
before developing children’s programming
for a local nature center. Eve is a
professional curriculum writer and creates
programs that support educators who wish
to reduce school waste and teach about
stewardship of our natural resources.

24

Dr. Patrick
Anderson

Dr. Patrick Anderson is the superintendent of
Wood River-Hartford School District #15. Dr.
Anderson’s book, The Kid in Purple Pants:
Structured Approaches to Educating
Underprivileged Students , highlights his own
struggles growing up in poverty along with his
endless efforts as a teacher and administrator
to better the educational environment for
underprivileged students

221

Dana Bivens

Dana has been teaching children with special
needs for over 20 years. She currently teaches
the littlest learners with Autism at Highland
Primary.

26

Candice Johnson

Candi is the new SIUE STEM Resource Center
Manager, as well as the STEM Coordinator for
the Mannie Jackson Center for the Humanities.

25

Michelle Benedict

Michelle Benedict is an educator, presenter,
and practitioner of mindfulness. She owns
Mindful Transformations, which spreads
mindful living and self-care practices through
workshops and retreats.

125

Be Exciting…

STEM

Teachers K12/Admin/Special
Education

Be the E (A Look
into the SIUE SRC)

Radical Self-Care
for Educators

Be Entertaining…
Be the Educator you’ve always wanted to be
with the amazing, effortless, and relevant
materials from the SIUE STEM Resource
Center! Learn what the SRC has to offer and
how you can utilize its resources to enhance
your classroom.
In an ever-changing world of education, one
constant is the mounting stress on teachers,
administrators, and staff. From safety
concerns, to students living with trauma,
school staff members are expected to
manage others' behaviors and emotions,
while providing a rigorous and engaging
learning environment. In this highly
experiential workshop, participants will
discover how stress impacts the brain and
body. Using the tools of mindfulness and selfregulation, we will learn how to connect to
our inner calm, resilience, and happiness.
Learn strategies that cultivate emotional
well-being as a daily practice, both in and out
of the school building.
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Technology / Technology
Integration

Technology / Technology
Integration

Crazy about
Classroom!

Google Earth,
Arts, and Culture
for Littles

Technology / Technology
Integration

Computer Science
in the Elementary
Classroom

Trauma Informed School

We Know There's
Trauma, Now
What?

Google Classroom makes it easy for teachers
and students to connect inside and outside of
the classroom. Learn what's new in Google
Classroom, learn about apps that integrate
with Google Classroom and walk away with a
huge amount of resources to help you get
started or add to what you know.

Amy Lombardi

Google has several very powerful and free
resources for teachers of all ages. This
session will focus on how these global tools
can transform your elementary classroom.
Virtual field trips, historical and current
photographs, artwork, and exploration are all
just a click away.
Students in the elementary classroom learn
many foundational skills that set them up for
success both in the classroom, as well as a
future career. However, one 21st century
skill that is often missing is computer science.
Students who learn fundamental computer
science skills aren't just able to program,
computer science promotes problem solving,
computational thinking, creativity,
cooperation, and communication. It also
supports Common Core ELA, math, and NGSS
standards. In this session, attendees will
learn about tools that teach computer
science fundamentals in ways that are
accessible to children as young as 2. I will
demonstrate hands-on, offline toys such as
Code-a-Pillar, Code Mouse, and Ozobot, as
well as online resources such as code.org,
Code Combat, Khan Academy, and many
others. I will share may experiences of
teaching kids programming both in my own
elementary computer science classes as well
as with my own children.
Please join me as I share the story behind our
school’s realized need for a trauma informed
learning environment, the planning for and
training of our staff, and the implementation
time-line we have developed as we begin our
trauma-informed journey. We are working
with Ed Tech Partners to create a Trauma
Informed School while focusing on staff selfcare and whole-school positive energy. Our
journey has just begun, but we’ve already
learned so much!

Amy is a K-5 Instructional Technologist for the
Alton School District.

28

Matt Weld

Matt is the Director of Innovation and
Technology for the 5 ROEs that make up Illinois
Area 5. A former 7th grade teacher, assistant
principal, and technology coach, Matt now
manages TeachIllinois.com, an online PD
platform, and chairs the annual Directions
Conference. He is recognized as a Spotlight
Educator for the 2019 Midwest Educational
Technology Conference and is on the leadership
team of ConnectEd Learning in St. Louis and of
EdCampStL

226

Sarah Phelps

Sarah is an elementary computer science
teacher for the Triad school district. She
teaches computer science fundamentals as well
as STEM focused elective courses for 4th and
5th grade.

JH Library
(217)

Dr. Kari Karidis

Dr. Karidis has worked as a crisis interventionist
and resource coordinator. She is currently the
principal at Hollywood Heights School, a K-12
alternative school within the Collinsville School
District.

23

Networking with Colleagues

Commons

Granite City High School - Grades 6-12 Teachers

Keynotes

Rodney Walker
Rodney Walker, a Chicago native, is an author, educator, and
entrepreneur that travels both nationally and internationally, speaking at
schools, corporations, and conferences about the importance of character
education, youth entrepreneurship, and trauma- informed mentorship
aimed to uplift and support at-risk youth. Given the obstacles placed
before him as a foster child, Rodney struggled academically and socially
in school. In his early years of elementary school, he was placed in special
education, repeated the fourth grade due to poor academic performance,
and underperformed with a sub-1.5 GPA in his Freshman year of high
school. But through trauma-informed mentorship and education, Walker
overcame these adverse experiences and redirected his path. Today, he
is an award-winning entrepreneur, and went on to graduate with degrees
from Morehouse College and Yale University - all before the age of 25.
Rodney is the bestselling Author of the educational memoir titled "A New
Day One: Trauma, Grace, and a Young Man's Journey from Foster Care.

Dorothy Mosby
Dorothy Mosby is an assistant principal at Alton High School. This
is her 11th year in education. She graduated from Alton High School
and always dreamed of giving back to the students and community.
She uses her work at the high school to accomplish that goal. She
started her educational career in the Guidance Office and also taught
Career Development at Alton High School. She is in the final stages
of completing her doctoral degree and her dissertation is focusing on
using Restorative Justice practices in the classroom. Mrs. Mosby also
has a Master’s degree in school counseling, professional counseling,
and Educational Leadership. Mrs. Mosby has volunteered at the Boys &
Girls Club of Alton to give back to her community. She also takes pride
in working on community service projects with her students so students
can take pride and responsibility for the community that they live in.
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2018 Madison County ROE Institute Schedule
Middle School and High School Teachers
Location: Granite City High School, 3101 Madison Ave, Granite City, IL 62040
Location

7:15-8:00

8:00-8:05

8:05-9:05
"Restorative
Practices" by
Dorothy Mosby

Welcome
& Intro of
Speaker

Main
Gym

Registration
(Coffee &
Pastries served
in the foyer)

Welcome
& Intro of
Speaker

Auditorium

9:10-9:20

9:25-9:30

9:30-10:30

Group A

Group B

“Social Emotional
Trauma and Its
Devastating
Impact on
Education”
by Rodney Walker

“Social Emotional
Trauma and Its
Devastating
Impact on
Education”
by Rodney Walker

Intro of
Speaker

BREAK

11:45-12:40

12:45-1:00

Best Practice
Breakout
Sessions

Best Practice
Breakout
Sessions

ISBE
Evaluations

"Restorative
Practices" by
Dorothy Mosby

Intro of
Speaker

BREAK

10:45-11:40

Group A

Group B

Parking
You may park in the front lot, rear lot, or at Coolidge Middle School. It is important that you enter the building through the main entrance in the
GRANITE CITY SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL
front of the building as if you were going into the gym.
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2018 Madison County Educator's Institute Best Practice Breakout Sessions
Middle School and High School Teachers
Location: Granite City High School, 3101 Madison Ave, Granite City, IL 62040
Category

Title

Session Description

Presenter(s)

Presenter(s) Background

Room
Number

10:45-11:40 AM Best Practice Breakout Sessions

Career & Tech
Education

Teaching Civics In CTE

Career & Tech
Education

Multiple Resources for
Teaching Consumer
Education

Coaching /
Mentoring
Instructional Staff

The Dance of Successful
Feedback

ELA

Game-Changer: How
Guided Independent
Reading in the MS/JH/HS
Classroom Can
Transform Your Teaching
and Engergize Classroom
Culture

Fine Arts
(includes all
music, art,
theater, etc.)

Come and listen to a
British Art Teacher talk
for an hour!

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

Mindfulness for the
Perfectly Imperfect

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

Full Engagement: 3 Quick
Activities to Increase
Student Engagement and
Sky-Rocket Motivation

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

The Bald Teacher: Stop
Pulling Out Your Hair!

Civics does not have to exist only in the social
studies classroom. This workshop will show
how today's issues can be addressed in the
classroom and how community service projects
teach students about becoming informed
citizens.
The session will provide sample lessons that are
available online (free) from various
organizations that promote Financial Literacy.
Attendees will get a list of available websites
with lessons and interactive programs that
bring current material and resources to the
classroom.
Feedback occurs during all interactions
between people. It becomes an elegant
“dance” when the participants are actively
engaged and responsive to each other. During
this session, the audience will be introduced to
the elements of effective feedback and will
participate in activities that allow them to
practice strategies and reflect on their own
learning. While the scenarios focus on
instructional coaching, the information and
exercises will be applicable to anyone who
mentors or instructionally supports adults in an
educational organization.
In this session, I'll share how independent
reading has changed my teaching for the
immeasurable better and helped kids develop
stamina, skills, and lifelong reading habits.
Inspired by Penny Kittle's Book Love, reading is
a regular part of class in Room 251 at GCHS. It's
the most rewarding change I've made thus far,
and, yes, kids will REALLY read books. I'll
provide an overview of how it works, some
strategies for building libraries, and some
hands-on skills to help kids set individualized
goals. And, you can integrate it into ANY ELA
course (high school, too).
Incorporating writing in the Fine Arts classroom
is tough. Utilizing technology can be daunting.
You might like to see how Mr. Midgley gets his
students to use Google Slides, the students'
own artwork and some self-reflection questions
to help create online student art portfolios.
Practicing and incorporating Mindfulness in
your life and in the lives of your students
promotes a state of active, open awareness of
the present. You observe your thoughts and
feelings without judgment. The goal of
mindfulness is to be continuously present, and
learn from your surroundings and experiences
without distraction from “the tantalizing toys
and baubles of the world.”
This fast-paced participatory session will
include three specific strategies to engage and
motivate your students in inquiry and learning.
Get the tools to get your students on their feet
and actively participating in their learning.
Come away from this session with instructional
strategies to motivate a full range of students
and engage them with relevant, responsive,
and related lesson designs.
A fun, engaging and interactive session focusing
on behavioral and classroom management
strategies. Learn how to reduce unwanted
behaviors, office referrals, and teacher stress.
Strategies can be used across disciplines with
elementary and secondary students to help

Regina Birch

Regina is a Family and
Consumer Sciences teacher at
Alton High School.

119

Bobby Rickman

Bobby teaches Consumer
Education at Alton High School.

120

Barbara Gillian

Barb has been an educator for
over 40 years. She is currently
at SIUE where she supervises
aspiring leaders in the Principal
Prep Program.

138

Jennifer
Connolly

Jennifer is a 19-year ELA
teacher at Granite City High
School. She currently teaches
DC courses for SWIC and a
multi-cultural lit course.

251

Peter Midgley

Peter was born in England. He
teaches Art at Trimpe Middle
School in the Bethalto School
District.

141

Deana
McDonough &
Eileen Broske

Deana is a Special Education
Teacher and Eileen is a School
Social Worker. They both work
at Trimpe Middle School in the
Bethalto School District.

101

Andrea Reaka

Andrea is the Center Director at
Edwardsville Tutoring, is a
Certified Dyslexia Instructor,
and has been tutoring students
for over 10 years.

146

Brooklin is the author of The
Last What If... with over 25
years of experience in the
Brooklin Gervais
education field. She is an active
member of the Illinois Golden
Apple Foundation and best
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address the socio-emotional needs of today's
students.

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

Math

Math

Mindfulness,
Social Emotional
Learning

Physical
Education

Physical
Education

Science

known for her strong sense of
social justice when working
with at-risk youth.

From the book by Doug Lemov, Teach Like a
Champion, learn how to set high expectations,
engage students in your lessons, create strong
classroom culture, set and maintain high
behavioral expectations, plus much more!

Kimberly
Walters

Designing Cities for
Understanding Functions

Understanding the properties of functions can
be a stumbling block for students. This session
will present a concrete model for functions,
together with an interesting hands-on activity,
that has been shown to help students who
struggle with the abstract idea of a function.

Dr. Greg
Budzban

Money-Minded
Education Financial
Literacy and Inquiry Skills

The Illinois Treasurer's Office has partnered
with Econ Illinois to help improve financial
literacy among Illinois students. This session
focuses on two new features of the Illinois
Social Science Standards - Financial Literacy and
Inquiry Skills.

Dr. Grant Black

How To Engage Your Kids
Without Losing Your
Mind!

Mindfulness in Education

Illinois Enhanced PE
Efforts

Come spend some time learning strategies to
take care of yourself and your students,
learning and practicing ways to reduce stress
and manage emotions. We will participate in
various Mindful practices including,
Heartfulness and basic Mindfulness of the
breath. There will be additional activities you
will be able to use in your classroom with your
students. Activities include: Laughing Yoga, no
experience needed, 4,3,2,1: Reorienting
Students' Attention to Manage Difficult
Emotions, A Mindful Way to reflect: Rose,
Thorn, and Bud, and UBUNTU.
This will be an opportunity to relax and refresh
your body and mind, have some fun, laugh a
little or a lot, and get some material to take
back to school with you. Please dress
comfortably so you can move easily.
To provide an overview and updates on
enhanced PE in Illinois as well as to share
information on PE legislative efforts,
professional development, and related
initiatives.

Academic Rigor
Strategies within The
Context of Physical
Education

This mini session will highlight academic rigor
strategies within the context of effective
physical education. Participants will engage in
learning tasks, practice assessment techniques,
and enjoy the benefits of fun and meaningful
physical activity. This is an activity-based
session in which you'll experience a variety of
activities from the secondary OPEN modules.

Can you maintain
Homerostasis?

This fun Homerostasis activity is a great way for
students to witness Homeostasis in action.
Students work to stabilize Homer’s
temperature, fluid level, and color as these
factors continually fluctuate. This activity is

Alice Hein

Janine Kelley

Pam Powers

Kristen Belcher

Kim has taught at Collinsville
Middle School for 18 years.
Dr. Budzban began a
collaboration with MacArthur
Fellow and civil rights hero Bob
Moses to create innovative
NSF-funded mathematics
curriculum for students who
traditionally struggle with
mathematics. He was named
Dean of the College of Arts and
Sciences of SIUE in August
2015.
Dr. Black is affiliated with the
Economic Education Center at
Lindenwood University. For
more than 14 years, he has
been actively involved in
teacher training, student
programming, and curriculum
development to increase
economic and financial literacy.
He authored and contributed to
educational resources,
including Taking Control of Your
Credit Teacher's Guide and
Math in the Real World. He
serves on the Education
Advisory Board of the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis and is
a member of the Greater St.
Louis Financial Education
Collaborative.

Alice is a retired School
Counselor with 34 years of
experience. She has started her
own business of teaching,
presenting and consulting
everything Mindful.

Janine is a retired Physical
Education and Health Educator
with 35 years of experience.
She has been a Pump Up P.E.
Trainer for the past two years.
Pam is an OPEN National
Trainer and founder of Physical
Powers. She is the creator of
the Power Deck Cards, designed
to make a teacher’s life easier.
Pam is an award-winning
educator and has presented at
over 300 conferences. She
enjoys short walks with her
large dog and finding creative
ways to stay fit in a busy world.
Pam serves as a Child Advocate,
providing a voice for children in
the court system. She resides in
Houston, Texas.
Kristen is in her twelfth year of
teaching Biology at Alton High
School and her second year of
teaching through the Saint
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Science

Science

Social Emotional

Environmental Education
with Project Learning
Tree

The Science and
Engineering Research
Challenge: Getting More
from Students Than Just
Baking Soda Volcanoes

Girl, check that attitude!
Best practice to working
with girls with
challenging attitudes.

perfect for any middle or high school
Homeostasis unit.

Louis University 1818 Dual
Credit Program.

Project Learning Tree is an environmental
education curriculum that can be integrated
into any classroom and any subject area.
Activities are hands on and minds on! Many are
best done outdoors.

Marvin Warner

Marvin is the recently retired
Director of School
Improvement for ROE 41. Also,
he is a trained facilitator for
Project Learning Tree and other
environmental education
programs.

112

Colin Wilson

Colin currently delivers
outreach programming for the
STEM Center. He is an
instructor with the Geography
Department at SIUE.

220

Angela Gray

Angela is a School Social
Worker at Alton High School.
Angela has extensive
knowledge of working with atrisk teens, especially teen girls.
She is the founder of,
"Empower Me," a girl’s
empowerment group.

221

Rodney Walker

Rodney (keynote), a Chicago
native, is an author, educator,
and entrepreneur that travels
both nationally and
internationally, speaking at
schools, corporations, and
conferences about the
importance of character
education, youth
entrepreneurship, and traumainformed mentorship aimed to
uplift and support at-risk youth.

Auditorium

Suze Gibson, Dr.
Jeff Manuel, &
Dr. Jason Stacy

Suze Gibson is a Dual Credit
History Instructor at Civic
Memorial High School in
Bethalto. She has worked with
Dr. Jason Stacy and Dr. Jeff
Manuel of SIUE on projects for
Madison Historical: The Online
Encyclopedia and Digital
Archive for Madison County, IL.

217

In this overview of the Science and Engineering
Research Challenge, hosted annually at SIUE,
attendees will learn about ways to get their
students and their colleagues interested in
supporting creative science projects. Topics will
include the specifics of the fair, how to foster
meaningful projects, and how to advocate for
those driven students with exceptional ideas.
Do you have a girl in your classroom or
caseload to whom you just want to say, "Girl,
check that attitude!"? Well, you are in the right
place. Before writing a discipline referral or
removing a girl from your group, consider that
the challenging attitudes being displayed are
often camouflaged as a defense mechanism to
hide the pain and protect the student from
being hurt. These girls are misunderstood.
They are dealing with adult-like issues such as:
drug abuse in their families, single-parent
homes, raising their siblings, and for some,
being the "breadwinner" for the family. Not to
mention, the teen issues they are facing such
as: self-esteem issues, relationship drama,
mean girl bullying, and living up to the
expectations placed upon them by social
media, music videos, and explicit songs. Then,
they attend school where they are expected to
pay attention, do their homework, attend
school every day, make good grades, etc.
Sometimes, it is too much, and they lash out
verbally.
This workshop will help participants to better
understand and respond to girls with
challenging attitudes. Relational aggression
among girls will also be explored. During this
session, Angela will teach innovative techniques
that educators can use to help girls empower
themselves inside and outside the classroom.
She will share powerful and useful tools to
develop a trauma-free atmosphere to create
girl empowerment. Relationship is the key to
building relationships with challenging students
or any student. This will be an interactive, fun,
and down-to- earth session you don't want to
miss!

Social Emotional
Trauma

Social Studies

Social Emotional Trauma
and it’s Devastating
Impact on Education

Breakout Session off of Rodney's keynote
presentation

Documenting Our Past:
Engaging Students in
Archival Work through a
Collaborate Program
with Madison Historical,
The Online Encyclopedia
and Digital Archive for
Madison County, Illinois.

This session describes the unique opportunity
for local teachers to collaborate with members
of the Department of Historical Studies at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
through Madison Historical: The Online
Encyclopedia and Digital Archive for Madison
County, Illinois. The session describes the
methods used in the classroom, the
involvement of students in documenting and
archiving their local history, and the benefits
this program brings to the social studies
classroom.
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Special Education

Special Education

The Power of Multisensory Instruction

Bethalto University:
Enriching the Transition
Experience

Improve student growth and retention,
increase brain synopsis, develop additional
right brain/left brain pathways that strengthen
the brain, and support meaningful student
learning using carefully implemented multisensory instruction strategies in your
classroom.
A previous goal for the Bethalto school district
was to create a meaningful educational
program for students who had finished four
years of high school, but would be staying in
the district until their 22nd birthday. The
district wanted to provide educational
experiences that would integrate students into
the community, while equipping them with the
necessary skills to function in the "real world".
In this session, the presenters will review
successful curriculum, district integration,
community experiences, and goals moving
forward. The presentation will also provide
parent, student and staff feedback on their
experience with Bethalto University.

Shelly King

Shelly has been working as a
Learning Specialist for the last 8
years. She is currently helping
establish a new classroom for
students with autism at
Highland Middle School.

216

Meghan Kamp,
Jennifer Weber
& Amy Hale

Meghan is a Special Education
teacher. Jennifer is the Special
Education Coordinator, and
Amy is a paraprofessional, all in
the Bethalto School District.

230

Christie
Rickman

Christie is currently a special
education teacher at Alton High
School in a self-contained
autism classroom.

250

Jim Nickerson

Jim is an Adobe Certified
Instructor and an Adobe
Campus Leader. He currently
serves as the Webmaster and
Administrative Assistant at the
Madison County Regional Office
of Education.

154

Jenna Finch

Jenna's foreign-language
teaching ranges from 8th-grade
Spanish to 200-level college
courses in Spanish and Latin
American language, literature
and culture. She has taught
Portuguese and French (L1 & 2).
Jenna is in her 7th year of
teaching Spanish at Urbana
High School in Urbana IL.

252

This program has been highlighted on KSDK
News Channel 5 and in the Advantage.
Discuss the definition of high-functioning
autism

Special Education

Technology /
Technology
Integration

World/Foreign
Languages

High Functioning Autism
in the General Education
Classroom

Creating and Managing
Content for Social Media
and the Web

Got a PERSPECTIVE on
CULTURE? Get yours,
and join the 21st
Century!

Discuss 504/IEP for students with autism
Give 4 important strategies to teaching
students with autism in the general education
classroom
Provide some helpful resources
This session will answer your questions about
creating multimedia content for the web, social
media, blogs, and your classroom. So many
computer programs are too overwhelming, and
I'm here to help you eliminate the unnecessary
steps, yet get your projects completed to your
liking. Several Adobe tools (and their
educational programs), in addition to many
other free programs, will be featured. It's time
to eliminate your worries and have some fun!
Together we will look at how culture
establishes an individual's, organization's or
society's perspective on the world, its present
and its possibilities. We'll look at the critical
importance of multiple perspectives in
successful decision-making and examine how
multiple perspectives have played (are playing)
an essential role in scientific, artistic,
mathematical and social creativity and
innovation. Whatever your academic or
competency-based focus, you will leave this
session with the outline of a lesson plan-perhaps even a unit plan!--for your discipline
that will make student choice an obvious option
and student engagement in critical and creative
thinking a reality.
Networking with Colleagues

Atrium

11:45 AM-12:40 PM Best Practice Breakout Sessions

Career & Tech
Education

What Happens When
Students Run A
Company? Virtual
Enterprise International

Learn how to transform students into business
professionals by bringing the workplace into
the classroom. Virtual Enterprise International
is a year-long, credited class that provides
students with an authentic, collaborative
business and entrepreneurship experience
through its live global business simulation
model.

Jerilyn Hawkins

Jerilyn is a Business Education
Teacher/CTE Coordinator/VEI
Facilitator at Civic Memorial
High School (Bethalto School
District)

119
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Coaching /
Mentoring
Instructional Staff

The Dance of Successful
Feedback

ELA

The 20Time Project Creating a Culture of Risk
while Impacting Your
Community

ELA

Feedback Matters:
Helping Students (and
Teachers) Respond to
Student Writing in Ways
that "Work"

General (K-12)
Best Practice

DO NOT BE AFRAID! It’s
just dyslexia! 5 Easy
Ways to Recognize and
Accommodate Dyslexic
Students in Your
Classroom

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

General
Secondary (6-12)
Best Practice

Better Beginnings to Ban
Boredom

The Bald Teacher: Stop
Pulling Out Your Hair!

Intentional Talk: Moving
Beyond Discussion in the
Secondary Classroom

Feedback occurs during all interactions
between people. It becomes an elegant
“dance” when the participants are actively
engaged and responsive to each other. During
this session, the audience will be introduced to
the elements of effective feedback and will
participate in activities that allow them to
practice strategies and reflect on their own
learning. While the scenarios focus on
instructional coaching, the information and
exercises will be applicable to anyone who
mentors or instructionally supports adults in an
educational organization.
Educators can expect to learn about the 20Time
Project (based on the book by Kevin
Brookhouser) and hear stories of success and
failure from the first two years of
implementation in Jacob Carlson’s 9th grade
honors English 1 classes. The session will
showcase student work and include time to
discuss various ways to implement the project
in your own school. Recommended for high
school teachers who teach in the humanities or
use project-based learning.
In this session, I'll guide participants through a
technique they can use with students to help
them learn to respond more constructively to
each other's written work. Inspired and
borrowing from Linda Rief, I'll show how to
hold an in-classroom "norming" session to help
kids see the qualities of "good" writing, and
then what kinds of comments and help writers
really need (not just a "good job" or "I liked it").
I'll also share tips on holistic grading, leaving
room for revision windows, and writing for
college (i.e. without rubrics).
Think they’re Lazy? Think again. Dyslexia
affects 1 in every 5 students. Chances are very
high that you have students with dyslexia in
your classroom. In this session, I will cover
ways to recognize symptoms of dyslexia and
easy ways you can make your classroom
dyslexia-friendly.
Starting a new year, new semester, new class,
new unit...or just coming back after a long
holiday...is always challenging. We tend to find
something that works and repeat it year after
year, or we simply just lecture about the
syllabus, classroom policies, background
information, instructions, or whatnot. But let's
be honest, students aren't really listening, are
they? Ban the boredom for you AND your
students! Here is a strategy to engage students
on the first day...whether it's the first day of the
year, the semester, or a new project. This
presentation will show you how to plan,
organize, and set up stations to get students
interested, motivated, cooperatively
learning...and back on track. Ideas to be
discussed are growth mindset tasks, goalsetting, 6-word memoirs, social media &
technology-based tasks, opinion surveys, book
previews, "get-to-know-you" activities, and
more! Stations are completely adaptable for
any subject or grade level. Included is a
template for designing your own stations and
tasks.
A fun, engaging and interactive session focusing
on behavioral and classroom management
strategies. Learn how to reduce unwanted
behaviors, office referrals, and teacher stress.
Strategies can be used across disciplines with
elementary and secondary students to help
address the socio-emotional needs of today's
students.

This session will cover numerous strategies for
teachers to incorporate high- quality, studentled discussion in their curriculum. Strategies
covered include Socratic seminar, speed
debates, and chat stations, sample handouts
and topics, as well as recommendations for
how to scaffold instruction for these activities.

Barbara Gillian

Barb has been an educator for
over 40 years. She is currently
at SIUE where she supervises
aspiring leaders in the Principal
Prep Program.

138

Jacob Carlson

Jacob is a high school English
teacher and Instructional Coach
at Civic Memorial High School
(Bethalto).

120

Jennifer is a 19-year ELA
teacher at Granite City High
School. She currently teaches
DC courses for SWIC and a
multi-cultural lit course.

251

Andrea Reaka

Andrea is a Certified Dyslexia
Instructor and has been
tutoring students for over 10
years. She is the Center
Director at Edwardsville
Tutoring and a National Trainer
for Time to Teach.

146

Kelly Gardner

Kelly has been teaching for 24
years. This is her 11th year in
the East Alton-Wood River
School District. She has taught
composition and literature at
SIUE and local community
colleges.

141

Brooklin Gervais

Brooklin is the author of The
Last What If... with over 25
years of experience in the
education field. She is an active
member of the Illinois Golden
Apple Foundation and best
known for her strong sense of
social justice when working
with at-risk youth.

150

Kristen Miller

Kristen has been teaching for
15 years, the past 13 at East
Alton-Wood River High School.

140

Jennifer
Connolly
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General
Elementary (K-5)
Best Practice

Math

Science

Mindfulness,
Social Emotional
Learning

Student Loan Solution
with the emphasis on
Teachers Retirement
System (TRS)

Money-Minded
EducationFinancial
Literacy and Inquiry Skills

Throwing Out The Text

Mindfulness in Education

Physical
Education

Illinois Enhanced PE
Efforts

Physical
Education

Fitness Education &
Fitness Assessment
Implementation

SLS discussing the programs for Educators and
qualifications

Amber Ash &
Brendan Carter

The Illinois Treasurer's Office has partnered
with Econ Illinois to help improve financial
literacy among Illinois students. This session
focuses on two new features of the Illinois
Social Science Standards - Financial Literacy and
Inquiry Skills.

Dr. Grant Black

The objective of this course is to provide a
multitude of alternative strategies to replace
boring textbook reading with hands-on and
project-based learning strategies. This session
is intended to keep classroom engagement high
and ensure that all students are
comprehending nonfiction reading in a fun and
innovative manner. Although the session
examples are science-related, the strategies
can be utilized in any content area at any grade
level. The most beneficial professional
development sessions give teachers something
to take back to their individual classroom and
implement with their curriculum. This session
will provide teachers with 10-plus alternative
strategies for textbook reading. The strategies
within this session incorporate hands-on
learning, student-led learning, project based
learning, and technology integration. I will also
provide free resources along with the session
for teachers to access. It is my highest hope
that you find this information as useful within
your classrooms as I do.
Come spend some time learning strategies to
take care of yourself and your students,
learning and practicing ways to reduce stress
and manage emotions. We will participate in
various Mindful practices including,
Heartfulness and basic Mindfulness of the
breath. There will be additional activities you
will be able to use in your classroom with your
students. Activities include: Laughing Yoga, no
experience needed, 4,3,2,1: Reorienting
Students' Attention to Manage Difficult
Emotions, A Mindful Way to reflect: Rose,
Thorn, and Bud, and UBUNTU.
This will be an opportunity to relax and refresh
your body and mind, have some fun, laugh a
little or a lot, and get some material to take
back to school with you. Please dress
comfortably so you can move easily.
To provide an overview and updates on
enhanced PE in Illinois as well as to share
information on PE legislative efforts,
professional development, and related
initiatives.
This mini session will take fitness education and
fitness assessment implementation to another
level with teacher-tested and approved
activities and methods for maximizing
integration of FitnessGram into a
comprehensive education curriculum. This
active session will focus on OPEN's Fitness
Education Modules for instant implementation
into your classroom.

Amber Ash & Brendan Carter
are Agents with the Horace
Mann Companies. Helping
Educators with Student Loans
and Retirement needs and
preparing for your future.
Dr. Black is affiliated with the
Economic Education Center at
Lindenwood University. For
more than 14 years, he has
been actively involved in
teacher training, student
programming, and curriculum
development to increase
economic and financial literacy.
He authored and contributed to
educational resources,
including Taking Control of Your
Credit Teacher's Guide and
Math in the Real World. He
serves on the Education
Advisory Board of the Federal
Reserve Bank of St. Louis and is
a member of the Greater St.
Louis Financial Education
Collaborative.
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Jessica Schrage

Jessica currently teaches middle
school science at Highland
Middle School. She has a recent
Master's in STEM Leadership.

152

Alice Hein

Alice is a retired School
Counselor with 34 years of
experience. She has started her
own business of teaching,
presenting and consulting
everything Mindful.

231

Janine Kelley

Pam Powers

Janine is a a retired Physical
Education and Health Educator
with 35 years of experience.
She has been a a Pump Up P.E.
Trainer for the past two years.
Pam is an OPEN National
Trainer and founder of Physical
Powers. She is the creator of
the Power Deck Cards, designed
to make a teacher’s life easier.
Pam is an award-winning
educator and has presented at
over 300 conferences. She
enjoys short walks with her
large dog and finding creative
ways to stay fit in a busy world.
Pam serves as a Child Advocate,
providing a voice for children in
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Annex Gym
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the court system. She resides in
Houston, Texas.

Science

Science

Science

Refresh with NGSS!

Been through boring trainings for NGSS? Not
sure where to go from here or even how to
start? Need to be reassured of what you are
doing? Join us for an NGSS refresher! This
session will review the basic breakdown of the
standards, give you a picture of NGSS in action,
and give you resources to bring your curriculum
into alignment. It will be a fast-paced, but
intentional session.

Environmental Education
with Project Learning
Tree

Project Learning Tree is an environmental
education curriculum that can be integrated
into any classroom and any subject area.
Activities are hands on and minds on! Many are
best done outdoors.

The Science and
Engineering Research
Challenge: Getting More
from Students Than Just
Baking Soda Volcanoes

In this overview of the Science and Engineering
Research Challenge, hosted annually at SIUE,
attendees will learn about ways to get their
students and their colleagues interested in
supporting creative science projects. Topics will
include the specifics of the fair, how to foster
meaningful projects, and how to advocate for
those driven students with exceptional ideas.

Social Emotional
Trauma

Social Emotional Trauma
and its Devastating
Impact on Education

Breakout Session off of Rodney's keynote
presentation

Social Studies

Madison County
Resources: What local
museums can do for you
and your students

An interactive session, where teachers will
learn about a "Madison County Field Trip
Guide" that is currently being developed, and
have an opportunity to share what they know

Social Studies

Social Studies

Special Education

Abraham Lincoln
Presidential Library and
Museum

Documenting Our Past:
Engaging Students in
Archival Work through a
Collaborate Program
with Madison Historical,
The Online Encyclopedia
and Digital Archive for
Madison County, Illinois.

Structured Teaching and
the Learning
Environment for
Students with ASD

Matt Scheibel

Matt Scheibel is the Assistant
Principal and Athletic Director
at Highland Middle School. He
is a certified provider for NGSS
through the State of Illinois and
taught science and STEM for 10
years.

114

Marvin Warner

Marvin is the recently retired
Director of School
Improvement for ROE 41. Also,
he is a trained facilitator for
Project Learning Tree and other
environmental education
programs.

112

Colin Wilson

Colin currently delivers
outreach programming for the
STEM Center. He is an
instructor with the Geography
Department at SIUE.

220

Rodney Walker

Jon Parkin

Rodney (keynote), a Chicago
native, is an author, educator,
and entrepreneur that travels
both nationally and
internationally, speaking at
schools, corporations, and
conferences about the
importance of character
education, youth
entrepreneurship, and traumainformed mentorship aimed to
uplift and support at-risk youth.
Former high school Social
Studies teacher at Edwardsville
High School. Currently
Superintendent of the Madison

Auditorium

221

about hidden gems around the county, that can
supplement classroom instruction.

County History Museum, in
Edwardsville.

Learn about practices of teaching Lincoln and
the Civil War era in social studies, with a focus
on instructional processes related to
developing the social studies skills in grades K12. Information and examples about
integrating STEM within the social studies will
be presented.

Dr. Caroline
Pryor

Dr. Pryor is a Professor of
Curriculum and Instruction in
the School of Education, Health,
and Human Behavior. Dr. Pryor
is chair of the Special Interest
Group (SIG) Democratic
Citizenship in Education of the
American Educational Research
Association (AERA), and serves
on the Board of Directors of the
Archeological Institute of
America, St. Louis and the
Advisory Board of the Illinois
Education Research Council.

243

Suze Gibson, Dr.
Jeff Manuel, &
Dr. Jason Stacy

Suze Gibson is a Dual Credit
History Instructor at Civic
Memorial High School in
Bethalto. She has worked with
Dr. Jason Stacy and Dr. Jeff
Manuel of SIUE on projects for
Madison Historical: The Online
Encyclopedia and Digital
Archive for Madison County, IL.

217

Dr. Susanne
James

Dr. James is an Associate
Professor in the Department of
Teaching and Learning at SIUE.
She was a classroom teacher of
students with special needs for
13 years in the instructional and
inclusion setting.

216

This session describes the unique opportunity
for local teachers to collaborate with members
of the Department of Historical Studies at
Southern Illinois University Edwardsville
through Madison Historical: The Online
Encyclopedia and Digital Archive for Madison
County, Illinois. The session describes the
methods used in the classroom, the
involvement of students in documenting and
archiving their local history, and the benefits
this program brings to the social studies
classroom.
Structured teaching is based on the unique
features and characteristics of students with
autism. This presentation will describe various
evidenced-based strategies a student with ASD
could be taught that go beyond "where" or
"what"- in other words "learning how to learn".
In addition, specific strategies to structure the
learning environment conducive to this type of
learning will be discussed.
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Special Education

Technology /
Technology
Integration

Technology /
Technology
Integration

Technology /
Technology
Integration

World Languages

Bethalto University:
Enriching the Transition
Experience

Creating and Managing
Content for Social Media
and the Web

Ed360: Improving the
Learning Process with
Actionable Data

Tech U!

THE INCOMPARABLE
ALHAMBRA

A previous goal for the Bethalto school district
was to create a meaningful educational
program for students who had finished four
years of high school, but would be staying in
the district until their 22nd birthday. The
district wanted to provide educational
experiences that would integrate students into
the community, while equpping them with the
necessary skills to function in the "real world".
In this session, the presenters will review
successful curriculum, district integration,
community experiences, and goals moving
forward. The presentation will also provide
parent, student and staff feedback on their
experience with Bethalto University.
This program has been highlighted on KSDK
News Channel 5 and in the Advantage.
This session will answer your questions about
creating multimedia content for the web, social
media, blogs, and your classroom. So many
computer programs are too overwhelming, and
I'm here to help you eliminate the unnecessary
steps, yet get your projects completed to your
liking. Several Adobe tools (and their
educational programs), in addition to many
other free programs, will be featured. It's time
to eliminate your worries and have some fun!
Ed360 is a free data dashboard that empowers
educators by providing access to near real-time
data from the ISBE Data Warehouse. Using
Ed360, educators can view data to support
classroom instruction and enhance student
engagement. Educators also have access to
professional development and instructional
resources to build capacity and improve
student outcomes. Attend this session to learn
more about this powerful dashboard that
facilitates data-informed administrative and
instructional decisions.
This session will focus on digital enhancements
to your curriculum. I am a math teacher, so
most of the websites will be used with example
math lessons but can be used for most subjects.
In this session, we will touch briefly on sites like
Kahoot, Quizlet live, Prodigy Math, Moby Max,
and Google forms. I highly recommend that you
have a device for this session.
Interdisciplinary learning provides students
with choices and opportunities to convey
information for multiple learning styles. It
increases engagement. It is also timeconsuming and a logistical challenge. Then
there's the incomparable Alhambra in Granada,
Spain. An exploration of La Alhambra includes
music, history, landscape gardening, water
conservation, art, religion, geometry, poetry,
fiction, war and peace. Suggestions for tasks
from Level 1 to AP are provided, as is time to
exchange names and emails to share those you
create. You will!

Meghan Kamp,
Jennifer Weber
& Amy Hale

Meghan is a Special Education
teacher. Jennifer is the Special
Education Coordinator, and
Amy is a paraprofessional all in
the Bethalto School District.
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Jim Nickerson

Jim is an Adobe Certified
Instructor and an Adobe
Campus Leader. He currently
serves as the Webmaster and
Administrative Assistant at the
Madison County Regional Office
of Education.
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Kara Mernaugh
& Pete
Bultmann

Kara and Pete are the Ed360
Outreach Coordinators
responsible for providing
internal and external training,
communications, presentations
and technical support for
Ed360.
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Tankjanika
Foster

Tankjanika is a middle school
teacher in the Collinsville
School District and has been
teaching 7th grade math for 17
years.

250

Jenna Finch

Jenna's foreign-language
teaching ranges from 8th-grade
Spanish to 200-level college
courses in Spanish and Latin
American language, literature
and culture. She has taught
Portuguese and French (L1 & 2).
Jenna is in her 7th year of
teaching Spanish at Urbana
High School in Urbana IL.
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Networking with Colleagues

Atrium

“Truckin’ to High School” EAWR Hosts Freshmen and Their Families
level with the campus and to put faces with staff names.
The event featured guided or self-guided tours of our campus and students’
classrooms. Our guests had the opportunity to meet many of their teachers.
The evening also featured informational tables about free dental care and
orthodontia, as well as representatives from EAWR extracurricular activities.
However, the highlight of the evening was the trio of food trucks that fed those
gathered.
The food trucks featured different goodies such as gourmet grilled cheese;
loaded tater tots, “Billy Goat Chips,” cheesesteaks, salads, hot dogs, and
various ice cream treats. Each attendee received two tickets: a “main course
ticket” and an “ice cream ticket.” The food trucks providing the goodies were “2
Girls - 4 Wheels,” “The Cheese Shack,” and Cool Times Ice Cream.”

On the night before the first day of school (Aug. 20, 2018), our
newest freshmen class and their families were invited to a new event:
“Truckin’ to High School.” This event was a part of our outreach to
parents to promote greater involvement, to maximize their comfort

Over 400 attended, including most of our freshmen, their parents and family
members, in additon to EAWR staff. We received many compliments from
our guests. Our staff was in universal agreement that this event needs to be
repeated next year and beyond!
Funds for this event came from the Healthy Communities Investment Grant
from the state of Illinois and through the State Board of Education.
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East Alton-Wood River High School - Band & Choir Directors
Band and Choir Directors
Location: East Alton-Wood River High School, 777 N Wood River Ave, Wood River, IL 62095
Location

Enter M1
Entrance
(Main
Building)

7:30-8:00

Registration
(Coffee &
Pastries
served)

8:00-8:05

Welcome
& Intro of
Speaker

8:05-9:05
“Creating Harmony
from Dissonance
and
Discord: Childhood
Trauma’s Impact
on Students”
by
Dr. Kari Karidis

9:10-9:20

9:20-10:15

10:15-10:25

10:25-11:20

BREAK

“Keep Them
Playing: An
Introduction
to
Emergency
Band
Repair”
by
Aaron
DiVesta

MCBDA
Meeting:
Members of
the MCBDA
BREAK
Or
Rehearsal
Observations

Keynote

11:20-11:30

11:30-12:50

12:45-1:00

BREAK

“ ILMEA - Using
Technology To
Assess Student
Learning In The
Music
Classroom”
by
Dennis Carter

ISBE
Evaluations/
Clean-up
Stage

Parking
You may park at a spot on the street around the building or in the
parking lot diagonal the northwest side of the campus located off of
Whitelaw Ave. and North Wood River Ave.
Please use M1 Entrance on north side of campus.

Dr. Kari Karidis
Dr. Karidis is a twenty year veteran in education. She obtained her
doctorate in Educational Leadership from St. Louis University in 2007.
Dr. Karidis is currently the principal at Hollywood Heights School,
a K-12 alternative school within the Collinsville School District. In
addition to working in the field of education, Dr. Karidis has worked
as a crisis interventionist and resource coordinator and conducted
parent education classes, patient education classes, and treatment
groups for individuals with addiction. Dr. Karidis is the mother of two
sons and resides in Glen Carbon, IL. In her free time, she enjoys
exercising, reading, cooking, and outdoor activities.

MCBDA Meeting

Sessions

Members of the MCBDA will discuss music choices for the upcoming
Madison County Band Festival and Madison County Jazz Band
Festival. Directors should please bring scores or ideas for pieces to
be performed.
Rehearsal Observations
Directors may sit and observe the guest conductor Jen Moder take
students through proper sight reading techniques and strategies.
Keep Them Playing: An Introduction to Emergency Band Repair
Presented by: Aaron DiVesta
Participants will be introduced to the assessment and correct repairs
to common mechanical issues that occur in the classroom band
setting. Some of the issues that will be addressed are: bent keys,
loose tenon corks, key corks, emergency pad replacement, missing
screws, broken solder joints, minor valve issues, re-stringing rotors,
and other common issues. Participants will also be given lists of easily
obtainable supplies that will increase their ability to perform these jobs
in the classroom.
ILMEA - Using Technology To Assess Student Learning In The
Music Classroom
Presented by: Dennis Carter
This presentation will help define good assessments, answer the
question "Why assessments?", talk about 4 steps to assessment
design, why you would want to use technology, four objectives for
technology in the classroom and examples of technology to use for
this purpose.

This presentation is being offered in conjunction
with MCBDA. For further details or questions,
contact Ashley Carretta-Villalobos at
618-444-8873 or by email at
ashley.carretta@gcsd9.net.
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Gateway Convention Center
Support Personnel, Assistant Principals, Tour Participants

Keynotes

Gina Krizman
Gina Krizman is the Student Services Coordinator for West Aurora
School District 129 in Aurora, IL. Prior to her current position, Gina
served 5 years as a middle school building level administrator in which
she primarily managed special education, behavior management,
intervention systems, school safety and curricular instruction. Some
of her training certifications include: Restorative Practices through the
International Institute of Restorative Practices (IIRP), Mindfulness,
Nonviolent Crisis Communication and ALICE Active Shooter
Response. Gina Krizman and her husband Mike are the proud parents
of twin 2 year old girls and they reside in Geneva, IL. She believes
that relationships are a critical factor in student management and is
inspired by the quote, “Teachers who put relationships first don’t just
have students for one year, they have students who view them as
“their” teacher for life.” (Justin Tarte)

Corey Zavorka
Tier One Tactical Solutions
Corey Zavorka was born and raised in the St. Louis area. He attended
the University of Missouri – Columbia and graduated with a bachelor’s
degree in Personal Finance. He began his police career with the St.
Louis County Police Department in 2006, as a patrol officer in the Affton/
Southwest precinct. After five years in patrol, he transferred into the
Tactical Operations Unit and is currently serving as Team Leader.
He has attended classes such as Field Training Officer, Crisis
Intervention Training, SWAT I, SWAT II, MACTAC, Initial Law Enforcement
Response to Suicide Bombings, CPTED, and SSI’s Explosive Mitigation
class, just to name a few. He is a lead instructor in the MACTAC program,
a program designed to teach law enforcement and Fire/EMS personnel
how to respond to an active shooter scene. To date, the MACTAC
program has been taught to over 6,000 officers and 2,000 firefighters/
paramedics in Missouri and Illinois.
Tier One Tactical Solutions’ 4E program has emerged as one of the
fastest growing civilian response programs in training our schools,
businesses, and houses of worship on how to prepare and respond to a
mass violence event. To date, the 4E program has been taught to over
30,000 teachers, staff, administrators, and law enforcement officers.

Roberta Goeckner
Roberta Goeckner has a Bachelor of science in Pharmacy and Doctor
of Pharmacy. She has over 20 years of experience in a variety pharmacy
practices, with more than 10 year as the medication safety pharmacist
at Gateway Regional Medical Center. Her background includes hospital
pharmacy, home IV infusion, managed care, and pharmaceutical industry.
Roberta’s concentration is on the safe and effective use of medications
and is active in prevention of medication errors and any use of medications
causing harm. She orientates& educates nurses on medication policy,
protocols and procedures to help them understand the importance of safe
medication administration. Roberta often speaks to outside groups on a
variety of disease states to help educate and empower patients on their
health. Much of her focus is on medications use in Behavioral Health
as she participates in medication reviews for patients admitted to this
service. Her goal in educating others is to help people gain a greater
understanding of their medications so they can achieve better health.

Parking

Jeanne Burke
Jeanne Burke RN BSN has 15 years’ experience as a Certified School
Nurse. She also has 20 years’ experience in the Emergency Room of a
Level 2 Trauma Center. She is an instructor/coordinator for the School
Nurse Emergency Care Course. She is an American Heart Association
and Red Cross CPR/AED instructor and also a Wilderness Remote First
Aid Course instructor (when help is more than 8 hours away) for the Boy
Scouts of America. She is also an instructor for Stop the Bleed and has
presented this while on medical staff at the BSA National Jamboree last
summer. She has promoted disaster preparation in her school district
with tourniquet training to their staff and bleeding control kits throughout
the district.

Ample parking is available in lots in front and on the sides
of the convention center.

Tours require pre-registration!
Registration will begin on our website www.roe41.org at 3 p.m. on Wednesday, Sept. 26 and remain
open until they are full. Tours are on a first come basis.
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2018 Madison County ROE Institute Schedule
Administrators & School Support Personnel
Location: Gateway Convention Center: 1 Gateway Dr, Collinsville, IL 62234
Friday, October 5

7:15 - 8:00

8:00 - 8:05

8:05 - 9:15

9:20- 10:15

Active Shooter Training
- Corey Zavorka, CoOwner of Tier One
Tactical Solutions

SSPs (Center Hall
Room B)

Registration
(Coffee and
Pastries served
in Central Hall
A)

School Nurses
(Begin in Center
Hall-move to
Marquette Room
from 9:20 - 10:15)

Welcome &
Introduction

School Crisis
Management Corey Zavorka,
Co-Owner of Tier
One Tactical
Solutions

10:1510:30

10:30 - 11:25

BREAK

Cyber Issues David Vucich
Madison County
Sheriff's
Department

Nurses Breakout Session - Jeanne Burke RN PEL CSN at
Granite City School Distrcit

Administrators
(Begin in Center
Hall--move to
Mississippian Room
from 9:30 - 1:00)

11:30 - 12:40

12:40-1:00

Post Crisis Panel
Discussion - John Lakin Madison County Sheriff,
Bernie Sebold - Alton
Fire Chief, Dr. Greg
Moats - Retired
Superintendent of
Belleville Township High
School District 201, Beth
Coghlan - KMOX News
Director; and Corey
Zavorka, Co-Owner of
Tier One Tactical
Solutions)

ISBE
Evaluations

"The Use of Restorative Practices in Schools" - Gina Krizman (Administrative Academy)

Tours
Performing Arts/
Literature Teachers
Tour

Registration

Welcome &
Introduction

K-12 Science
Teachers Tour

Registration

Board the bus

CTE Teachers Tour

Registration

Board the bus

Registration

Board the bus

Federal Reserve Bank of St. Louis

Registration

Board the bus

Phillips 66

PreK-12 Teachers

Registration

Board the bus

The Business of Tourism in Illinois

Agriculture/Science
Teachers Tour

Registration

Board the bus

Business/Accounti
ng/Math Teachers
Science/CTE
Teachers Tour

Attend Opening Session

Active Shooter
Training

Board the
bus

Fox Theatre Tour (Return by 1:00 PM)

Audubon Center at Riverlands
ISBE Innovation Curriculum Resources Project for CTE
Teachers - Rod McQuality, Project Coordinator
(Presentation at Southwestern Illinois College)

National Corn-to-Ethanol Research Center

The Business of Tourism in Illinois
(Audience 56 K-12 Teachers)
ILLINOISouth Tourism will host a tour of several businesses in southern
Illinois. A presentation regarding ILLINOISouth and the impact of tourism
on the Illinois economy will be provided. The tour will include Gateway
Motorsports Park, Hofbräuhaus, Eckert’s Country Store and Farms and a
brief drive-by of The Weingarten and The Edge. This is an ideal event for
teachers who are working to develop CEO
programs in their schools and want to learn
about Tourism and its impact on business/
entrepreneurships.
The tour will give
participants a good understanding of various
business operations and their economic impact in southern Illinois.

Audubon Center at Riverlands
(Audience 56 Science teachers K -12)
Experience an outdoor learning environment at the
Audubon Center. A guided tour of the facility and
engaged activities will be presented to teachers.
The tour will involve breaking into elementary and
secondary groups to learn about age appropriate
instructional activities. The Audubon Center is an
outdoor environmental lab for schools to utilize. This
is a great opportunity for teachers to learn about this
center and the resources it has to offer.

Phillips 66 Tour
(Audience 25 Secondary Science Teachers &
25 Career and Technical Teachers)
Visit the Midwest’s largest petroleum refinery. This
tour will involve an overview of the refinery operation.
The refinery management has coordinated this tour to
accommodate science teachers to hear from chemical
engineers and process operators to learn about the
refining of crude oil from a scientific perspective. The
management has also arranged for skilled trades
employees to meet with Career and Technical teachers
to discuss employment opportunities and skill sets needed to work at Phillips
66 refinery. This event will involve a classroom session and a tour of the
plant operation.

Manufacture: Craft Your Future - Progressive
Recovery Inc, Tim Gibbons

ISBE
Evaluations
Back early to attend panel

Manufacture Your Future
(Audience 56 Career and Technical Teachers 6-12)
This tour will be a two stop event. Participants will visit Southwestern Illinois
College and tour the manufacturing center. Rod McQuality, the Project
Director for ISBE Innovative Curriculum Resources Project, will provide a
presentation on new CTE curriculum materials available.
The group will then travel to Progressive Recovery, Inc.
near Dupo and tour the manufacturing
center. A presentation will be made
by company representatives regarding
employment in manufacturing.

NCERC at SIUE
(Audience 56 Agriculture and Science Teachers K-12)
The National Corn Ethanol Research Center at SIUE will
host teachers to learn about the research and production of
ethanol. This tour will involve a classroom presentation and
walking tour of the research facility.

United States Federal Reserve Bank
(Audience 56 K-12 Teachers)
The visit will include lesson demonstrations in economics
and finance, information about St. Louis Fed teacher portal
to hundreds of free resources in business areas, a panel
discussion on how math is used in various areas of work at
the Fed, and a visit to the Inside the Economy Museum. The
Federal Reserve Bank tour will provide classroom teachers
with resources that may be applicable to math, social studies,
and economics. If you are a numbers person, this trip is for you.

The Fox Theater
(Audience 56 K-12 Performing Arts)
By touring the Fox Theater, you will learn about the work behind the
performance. The tour is inclusive of the stage set development,
as well as, the performance. Fox Theater staff will explain their
performance schedule. The entry fee to this event is covered by
the Regional Office of Education when you sign up.
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